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Local Priest Carries on Family Tradition
Christmas

With Dedication to Bright

by John Alexander

FOREST HILLS — Father Francis Pas-
senant credits his parents for his dedication
o the Bright Christmas Fund.

*They would send something o the
Bright Christmas Fund every year, and [ re-
member that The Tablet would list all the
names of those who gave to Bright Christ-
mas in the form of & nativity scene, Pather
Passenant recalled. “You might have need-
ed a magnifiing glass to gee i, but every do-
nar's name was lveed.”

Through his parents” generosivy and de-
cades of participation in Bright Christmas,
he gaid he also realized the fund's impact.

“Many times, 1 feel that there are chil-
dren who have nothing for Christmas,” he
said, “and whatever little gift the kids get
through Bright Christmas might just make
1 difference and make them feel that they
are special.”

Last year, Father Passenant discovered
4 unbgue way to carry on his family's lega-
cy. He Invited his parishioners at Our Lady
Cueen of Martyrs — where he has served
for the last 21 years — o participate by
contributing vo a second collection ar Masa
while vowing to personally match whatever
contributlons they gave.

“I zaid, ‘I'm throwing the gauntlet out to
v, 20 [nstead of throwing a doliar, throw in
a 2o Imstead of a five, throw in a 10" and it
ended up being S695," Father Passenant sakd,

He rounded it up to $1,000 and then
added 1,001 of his own money, bringing
the total to $2.000. When asked about the
significance of his adding the dollar, Father
Passenant laughed and £aid he remembered
the days they would pring the amounts each
parish gave and how adding the extra dollar
would put his parish in the higher bracket.

Father Passenant credits his staff and pa-
rishioners' dedication to helping those in
need through various initiatives and fund-
raisers. Our Lady Queen of Martyrs was
firat In lase year's annual Cathelic appeal.
The church also has a giving tree with do-
mations carmarked for Catholic Charities,
filled two trucks with food for Thanksgiv-
ing, and donated coats for migrants.

My parishioners trily understand gener-
osity and always step up when asked,” he said.
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sald this year he -—
wouild add the second collection for Bright
Christmas during the parigh’s three Masses
on Monday, Dec. 9 = the Feast of the Im-
maculate Conception. He said he hopes the
parish raises at least the same amount as
fast year,

“It"s a great parish with wonderful and
very generous parishioners who abeays
come through when called upon,” Father
Passenant said. “When you give, you get it
back tenfold, if not more.

"it's all about the parish who ook the
challenge and made the difference.,”



