September 7, 2025 - Twenty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time
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Prayer to “Strengthehh Our Tower of Faith” on page 6.

Very Rev. Francis J. Passenant, V.I. — PASTOR
Most Rev. Paul R. Sanchez, D.D. — PAsTorR EMERITUS
Rev. Antonin Kocurek — PAROCHIAL VICAR

5= JoIN THE PARISH WATCH SUNDAY MAss ONLINE Give Now [=]
Scan for parish registration 11:15 a.m. Scan for online
% information and form ourladyqueenofmartyrs.org/webcast parish giving

. 110 - 06 Queens Boulevard % Orrice Hours
Forest Hills, New York 11375 9 “h Monday-Tuesday 9 a.m. to 8 p.m.
tel 718-268-6251; fax 718-793-2584 %Eﬁ X Wednesday-Friday 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
rectory@olgmchurch.org | ourladyqueenofmartyrs.org (closed for lunch from noon to 1 p.m.)

OLQM Catholic Academy: tel 718-263-2622 Saturday 10 a.m. to 12 p.m. No office hours Sundays
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Our Lady Queen of Martyrs - Forest Hills, New York

Masses for the Week

Saturday, September 6
12:05 p.m. Amin Fovad Beydoun

5 p.m. Robert A. Sibrizzi
Sunday, September 7

9 a.m. Family Mass celebrated for the parishioners
of Our Lady Queen of Martyrs
Children’s Liturgy of the Word

Monday, September 8
Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary

8:05 a.m. Gloria Ramirez
12:05 p.m. Milagrosa Chain

Tuesday, September 9
Saint Peter Claver
8:05 a.m. Gilbert Mufioz
12:05 p.m. Anna Keegan

Wednesday, September 10
8:05 a.m. Charles KaSung Tse

12:05 p.m. Matthew Lizzul

Thursday, September 11
9/11 — 24th Anniversary

8:05 a.m. Liberata Padilla
12:05 p.m. Joseph Pollini [living]
Friday, September 12
Most Holy Name of Mary

8:05 a.m. Msgr. Joseph L. Cunningham
12:05 p.m. Rodolfo Bernabe

Saturday, September 13

Saint John Chrysostom
12:05 p.m. Mark Pollini [living]
5 p.m. Francoise Guyon [living]

Remember Our Sick

Azucena Arias, Jonas Astrauskas, Angelo Bagasan, Raymond Bajanas,
Aurora Balthazar, Baby Molly Catherine Banderberg, Margaret Bastone,
Doug Blum, Nadine Ho-Sin Burton, Luis Calatayud, Rob Champion,
Emily Cirello, Noreen DeCaul-Thomas, Gabby De Leon, Michelle
DeLeon, Myrna Mimi De Leon, Iris Dellamarco, Norman Doucette,
Baby Luka Dudashvili, Ronda Esser, Alexander Guttierez, Hung Sang
Hau (Sammy), Christopher Henderson, Noila Johnson, Cipriana Jorge,
Tommy Jorge, Joshua Joseph, Karen Kane, Sherryl Kahn, Theresa Manino,
Matilda Munoz, Laura Morales, Sandy Norona, Natalie Podulka, Maria
Rodin, Jacqueline Rodzinski, Debbie Seechan, Dennis Shepherd, Sandy
Singh, Grace Sommero, Samuel Stafford, Marion Steinberg, Ida Sumprer,
Baby Isaac Joseph Terry, Jacquenline Vallejo, Marilyn Viggiano, Jihan
Villa, Teresa Wong—and all parishioners currently in nursing homes,
hospitals or confined to their homes

Because of space constraints, we must periodically update the
prayers forthe sick. Names may be removed after three (3) months,
unless the rectory is notified. Thank you for understanding.

Main Events of the Week

Sunday, September 7
At the 9 a.m. Mass:
Blessing of Student Backpacks

After All Masses 72 the church vestibule:
Parish & Voter Registration Opportunity
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2:30 p.m. church: Baptisms

Monday, September 8
After 8:05 a.m. and 12:05 p.m. Masses church:

Miraculous Medal Novena
Tuesday, September 9
11:30 a.m. church: Confessions
7-8:30 p.m. Faith-Sharing and Fellowship (see p. 6)
7 p.m. rectory: Catholic Teaching Committee Meeting
7:30 p.m. church choir lofi: Choir Rehearsal

New Members Welcome!

Wednesday, September 10
7:45-9 p.m. Zoom: Charismatic Prayer Group
(ID: 82120186604. PW: 765136)

Thursday, September 11
NEVER FORGET

11:30 a.m. church: Confessions
After 12:05 p.m. Mass
Exposition and Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament
7:30 p.m. Benediction

Eriday, September 12

7-9 p.m. rectory: Mercy Martyrs CYO
Boys and Girls Basketball Registration (see p. 6)

Saturday, September 13
12:45 p.m. church: Confessions

2:30 p.m. church: WEDDING
Bianca Martinez/Jared Dublin

The Wine and Host
are offered in loving memory of
Diana Napoli

—requested by Moe (Gerry Napoli)

Remember Our Deceased

Bertha E. Berroco-Lopez
Michael Flannery
Maria Nieves Rojas

WELCOME! Sound-enhancing assistive listening device is available
if you have trouble hearing during Mass. Visit the sacristy for
information. If a disability makes it difficult for you to fully participate
atMass or other activities of our parish, contact our Parish Advocate
for Persons with Disabilities, Karen Mongiello, to make your special
needs known. Contact: disabilities.olgm@gmail.com.
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September 7, 2025 - Twenty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time

This Week’s Reflection

from the Catholic Teaching Committee

Pilgrims in the Jubilee Year of Hope

This Jubilee Year of Hope is meant to be a time
to “invite everyone to an intense experience of
the love of God that awakens in hearts the sure
hope of salvation in Christ,” according to the
late Pope Francis. Hope is “a gift and task for
every Christian. Itis a gift because itis God who offers

it to us. To hope, in fact, is not a mere act of optimism....
To hope is to wait for something that has already been given
to us: salvation in the eternal and infinite love of God.... To
hope, therefore, is to welcome the gift that God offers us
every day.”

St. John of the Cross

The famous sixteenth-century Spanish mystic left us a
testimony of his spiritual journey on earth in several of
his books. He lived at the same time as St. Teresa of Avila,
whose autobiography is a spiritual classic. John cofounded
the contemplative order of Discalced Carmelites and has
been named a Doctor of the Church. Among his well-
known writings is “The Dark Night of the Soul.” Reflecting
on the virtue of hope, St John wrote these words:

Live in faith and hope, though it be in darkness, for in
this darkness, God protects the soul. Cast your care upon
God, for you are His, and He will not forget you. Do not
think that He is leaving you alone, for that would be to
wrong Him.

St. Teresa Benedicta of the Cross

St. Teresa Benedicta of the Cross was a philosopher who
stopped believing in God in her early life. Inspired by the
biography of St. Teresa of Avila, she converted and joined
the Carmelite Order and was killed in a gas chamber in
Auschwitz in 1942. She was born Edith Stein and is renowned
for her life of sanctity and reflection. Among her words on
hope are the following:

And when night comes, and you look back over the day
and see how fragmentary everything has been, and how
much you planned that has gone undone, and all the
reasons you have to be embarrassed and ashamed: just
take everything exactly as it is, put it in God’s hands and
leave it with Him.

Let us walk as “Pilgrims of Hope”
during this Jubilee Year and always!

Order of Mass
Twenty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time

Cycle C— Choir Mass at 11:15 a.m.
ENTRANCE
Missal #576—“O God, Our Help in Ages Past™”
Mass Parts: Mass of Creation (Hazugen)
Missal #841—GLORI1A: Latin Chant—Choir

FirsT READING

Wisdom 9:13-18b

RESPONSORIAL PSALM

In every age, O Lord, you have been onr refuge.

SEcOND READING
Philemon 9-10, 12-17

GOSPEL
Luke 14:25-33

HomMmiLy

OFFERTORY

“Now Let Us All Praise God and Sing” (G. Young)—Choir
Missal #6817— “The Lord Is My Light”

COMMUNION

“Ave Verum” (W. A. Mozart)—Choir

Organ Meditation
Missal #476—“Age to Age”

CLosING HymN

Missal #711—“How Firm a Foundation”

Second Collections
» Today’s second collection is for maintenance of the OLQM
Catholic Academy building. There is also an envelope for the
Catholic University of America.
» September 14, the second collection will be for our parish feast day.
» At any time, use the special envelope to contribute to the Parish
Endowment Fund (outladyqueenofmartyrs.org/blue-envelope). If
using the Parish Giving portal online, select Blue Envelope from
the pull-down menu.
» Returning from vacation? Use the Catch-Up envelope!
» For online Parish Giving technical support, call 866-307-7140,
Mon—Fri, 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Interested in joining the Catholic Teaching Committee?
Join them at their next meeting: Tuesday, September 9 at 7 p.m. in the rectory.
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Our Lady Queen of Martyrs - Forest Hills, New York

Masses and Sacraments

Daily Masses
Monday—Friday: 8:05 a.m. and 12:05 p.m.
Saturday: 12:05 p.m. and 5 p.m. (Vigil)

Sunday Masses
9am., 11:15a.m., 1 p.m.

Confessions
Tuesday and Thursday: 11:30 a.m.
Saturday: 12:45 p.m.

Holy Days of Obligation
Vigil Mass at 7:30 p.m.
Masses at 8:05 a.m. and 12:05 p.m.

Rosary and Chaplet of Divine Mercy
Monday—Saturday after 12:05 p.m. Mass

Miraculous Medal Novena
Mondays after 8:05 a.m. & 12:05 p.m. Mass

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament
Thursdays after 12:05 p.m. Mass
Evening Benediction resumes 3/6/25

Celebration of Baptism
First Sunday of each month at 2:30 p.m.
baptismprep@olqmchurch.org

Celebration of Marriage
Arrangements should be made at least six months in
advance, prior to the proposed wedding date

Religious Education Registration

—New and Returning Students—
Register Online NOW. Classes Start Sept. 17

The Religious Education program at Our Lady Queen of
Martyrs welcomes families to further their children’s faith
formation. Classes are for students in grades 1-8 and high
school students up to age 16. Register or re-register today!
Sign up at: outladyqueenofmartyrs.org/re.

Order of Christian Initiation of

Adults

OCIA is a program for adults 18 and older who wish to
join the Catholic Church or complete their Sacraments.
Through discernment, prayer, and education, OCIA
guides participants on their journey of faith. To learn
morte ot entoll, contact ocia@olgmchurch.org or call 718-
268-6251, ext. *827, and leave your name and callback
number; all messages and emails will receive a response.

Trustee: Roy Joseph

Finance Committee Chair: Edward Torres

MAIN PHONE, EMAILS
Rectory Office:
718-268-6251
rectory@olgmchurch.org

Emergency (last rites):
718-810-9788 (after office hours)

Fr. Passenant (Pastor):
admn.olqgm@yahoo.com

Bishop Sanchez (Pastor
Emeritus):
rectory@olgmchurch.otg

Religious Education Office:
Deacon Thomas Jorge, DRE
718-263-0907
olgmreled@gmail.com

OCIA:

718-268-6251, ext. *827
NEW: ocia@olqmchurch.org
OLQM Catholic Academy:
Anne Zuchlag, principal
718-263-2622

www.olgmca.org

OLQM Charity Outreach:
718-268-6251, ext. *843

Contact Us

Music Ministry:
David Close, music director

718-268-6251

Pastoral Care Office:
Dennis Francis Portelli, director

dfport@gmail.com

MAYO (Youth Organization):

David James
youth@olgmchurch.org

ADDITIONAL EMAILS
Bereavement Support:
bereave@olgqmchurch.org

Bulletin Subjects:

olgmcomm(@olgmchurch.org

Disabilities Advocate:
disabilities.olqm@gmail.com

FIND US ONLINE
ourladyqueenofmartyrs.org

Facebook, Instagram,
X/ Twitter: @OLQMChurch

YouTube:
@OLQMStewardship

Bereavement Support Is Available

The bereavement group at OLQM is a welcoming com-
munity of individuals who have faced loss and help one
another to better deal with grief. They meet once a month
on Monday evenings at 6:45 p.m. in the rectory base-
ment meeting room. Their next meeting is Sept 15, then
Oct 20, Nov 17, and Dec 15. Contact the group facilitator
Mike Acquilano at bereave@olgqmchurch.org.

Weekly Collections

Aug 31
Candle Offerings $1,850.00
1st Collection 8,435.31
2nd Collection (Rel Ed release time) 3,007.31
Subtotal: In Church 13,292.62
Online Giving 4,000.72
Mail In 3,381.00
TOTAL $20,674.34
Weekly Income Needed** 24,500.00
Surplus/(Deficit) (3,825.66)

** Amount needed weekly to meet church expenses; does not reflect other income
sources. Our goal is to cover parish expenses through higher first collections, without
having to depend on less reliable income streams.

Consider a Legacy Gift
Please remember the Roman Catholic Church of Our Lady Queen of Martyrs
in your will and estate planning. You may speak directly to Father Passenant
or Bishop Sanchez at 718-268-6251. You may also find more information on
leaving legacy gift at ourladyqueenofmartyrs.org/planned-giving.
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September 7, 2025 - Twenty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time

Young, Catholic,
and Professional
Let’s Connect

Join us for a relaxed Meet & Greet
on Sunday, September 21, immedi-
ately following the 9 a.m. Mass. This is
a chance to connect with other young
adults in their 20s and 30s, help plan
future events and activities, and build
a supportive community for both your
faith and professional life..

We will gather in the rectory basement
meeting room (use the glass door en-
trance by the Mary statue). We hope to
see you there!

“Through the Word”
Bible Study

Thebible study group (formerly meeting
in person on Sunday mornings) is unit-
ingwith the “Through the Word” Zoom
group. Together, under study leader
Dr. Joseph Terry, they will meet on
the 1st and 4th Mondays, 7-8 p.m.
All meetings are on Zoom, but pe-
riodic in-person gatherings (such as
during Advent) will be announced.
All are welcome! Zoom Meeting 1D:
88429100717.

Attention

> D
Stngers!

If you enjoy singing, then we’re for you!

If you believe that singing at Mass
adds a special dimension to worship,

11:15 am Mass each Sunday, then we’re for you!

‘b Remember the words of St. Augustine:

“They who sing, pray twice.”

If you would like to join the choir, please come up
to the choir loft on Tuesdays starting September 9.

Rehearsals start at 7:30 pm sharp.

Register Today—Parish and Voter Sign-Ups Made Easy

Today and again next week, volunteers will be in the church vestibule after Masses to assist with two efforts:

PARISH REGISTRATION

If you atre not yet a registered member of the parish, our
volunteers will have forms you can fill out and will answer
your questions about why it is important to be a registered
parishioner. If you prefer you can register online:

e Visit ourladyqueenofmartyrs.org
e Click About Us
e Select Parish Registration from the drop-down menu

VOTER REGISTRATION

If you are not registered to vote, volunteers will also
distribute official voter registration applications that you can
complete and submit. The board of elections must receive
applications by Oct 25 to be eligible to vote in the Nov 4
General Election.

Take advantage of this in-person opportunity to register—
both with your parish and with your community.

Next St. Vincent de Paul Clothing Drive: Sunday, September 21

As you make room in your closet for fall, consider this: those winter clothes you no longer need or wear can make a huge dif-
ference for someone else in need! The SVdP clothing donation truck will be here on September 21 from 9 a.m. to 12 noon.
This is a one-day-only chance to drop off new or gently used clothing. All donations should be in good, wearable condition.

Thank you for your generosity!
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Prayer to “Strengthen Our
Tower of Faith”

racious and loving, God, give us the courage
and trust to support the efforts to strengthen
our tower of faith.

May your grace enlighten us to see this need and to
joyfully make sacrifices so that your brilliant splendor
may shine as a beacon of light and hope to guide us on
our way to you.

Keep under your protective care all those who will work
on this project. Guide their hands, hone their skills. May
their efforts manifest your great glory!

We place this request into the hands of our patroness,
the Queen of Martyrs, and we ask this prayer through
Christ our Lord. Amen.

Faith Sharing at OLQM

Are you looking to explore your faith with others?
Join a parish group.
Monday Through the Word: 7-8 p.m. Every 1st and
4th Monday on Zoom. Current topic: Faith to Overcome.
Meeting ID: 88429100717. Sessions recorded, archived for
later viewing on demand at YouTube.com/@bktheologian.

Tuesday Evening Fellowship: 7-8:30 p.m. Faith reflec-
tions and conversation hosted by fellow parishioners Bob

and Melinda Nobbs. Call 718-805-7232 or text 917-545-
8049 for meeting location.

Wednesday Catholic Charismatic Prayer: 7:45-9 p.m.
Weekly Zoom prayer meetings with bible study on the
3rd Wednesday. Join to pray together and for one another.
Learn how God’s word is alive and relevant in our daily
lives. Meeting ID: 82120186604 (PW: 765130).

CYO TRI-M BOYS SWIM TEAM TRYOUTS

Grades 1-9. Sat., Sept 13th @ 5:30-7pmand |
Sun., Sept 14th @ 4-6pm at St. Sebastian (&)
Parish Center 39-60 57th St. Woodside.
Contact: trimswimteam@gmail.com

Swimmers must complete 1 lap (25 yards)
of freestyle

Deanerv Corner

A place to share news and events at nearby parishes.

Pilgrimage to the Shrine of St. Joseph in Stirling, NJ.
Saturday, Sept 20. Bus departs at 8 a.m. from Sacred
Heart Parish (83-17 78th Ave, Glendale); returns at 5 p.m.
Cost: $70/person, includes coach bus, refreshments, Mass
and confessions, spititual talk, a hot lunch, and donation to St.
Joseph’s. Call Rosemary Lazenby at 929-295-0130 and leave
your name and number. Your call will be returned promptly.

Bovs & Gitls (Grades 1-8)

Join the OLQM-OLM
Basketball Team

Home games are at PS 101; practices
at PS 101 or PS 144. The all-inclusive
registration fee is $225 (cash/check).

Here’s when and where to register:

e Friday, Sept 12 @ 7-9 p.m. at Our Lady Queen of
Martyrs rectory.

e Saturday, Sept 13 @ 10 a.m. to 12 noon at Our
Lady of Mercy Lower Church Hall (Juno St. between
70-71 Streets)

Contact Richie Allen (richic.allen@verizon.net) or visit
mercymartyrssports.org for more information.

Coaches welcome! Come share your love of the game.

Seeking Retired Officers

In light of recent events in Minneapolis, we ask any retired
police, security, law enforcement officers or government
agents to please contact Father Passenant at the rectory:
718-268-6251.

ANNUAL CATHOLIC APPEAL UPDATE: We met our 2025
goal! Outstanding pledges remain. Please complete all pledges
by December 31—funds over goal return to our parish.

Health Services from St. John’s University

FREE Hearing Screenings. Do you have to ask people
to repeat themselves? Do you have ringing in your ears? Call
St. John’s University Speech and Hearing Center (152-11
Union Turnpike, Flushing) at 718-990-6480 to arrange a
speech and hearing evaluation with a specialist. Free services
are being offered from Sept 8 through Dec 4.
Hoxk

Mental Health Services. St. John’s University Center for
Psychological Services (152-11 Union Turnpike) offers
evidence-based assessments and specialized therapy for
children, adolescents, and adults for most common mental
health problems: anxiety, ADHD, depression, trauma, and
grief. Services are offered on a sliding-fee-scale based on
income. The center does not accept insurance. For questions
and to make an appointment, call 718-990-1900.
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