March 15, 2026 - Fourth Sunday of Lent (Laetare Sunday)
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Our Lady Queen of Martyrs - Forest Hills, New York

Masses for the Week
Saturday, March 14
12:05 p.m. Luisa Molina

5 p.m. Daniel Brogno [anniversary]

Sunday, March 15
9 a.m. Family Mass celebrated for the parishioners

of Our Lady Queen of Martyrs
Children’s Liturgy of the Word

Monday, March 16
8:05 a.m. Helen and Jack Kelly

12:05 p.m. Segundo Lopez

Tuesday, March 17
Saint Patrick

8:05 a.m. Joaquin (Jake) Sarmiento, Jr.

12:05 p.m. Sequeira family

Wednesday, March 18
Saint Cyril of Jerusalem

8:05 a.m. Gina Dagri
12:05 p.m. Virgelina Villanueva

Thursday, March 19
Saint Joseph
8:05 a.m. Josephine Ballerini
12:05 p.m. Intentions of St. Joseph Novena

FEriday, March 20
8:05 p.m. Jose B. del Rosario

12:05 p.m. Josephine Orlando

Saturday, March 21
12:05 p.m. Oscar H. Palomaria

5 p.m. Michael Nardiello

Remember Our Sick

Adolfo Alvarez, Angelo Bagasan, Molly Catherine Banderberg, Jose
V. Batista, Margaret Bastone, Bennett Brevetti, Carmela Brevetti, Luca
Brevetti, Olivia Brevetti, Nadine Ho-Sin Burton, Jayden Cabrera, Rob
Champion, Catl Christian, Emily Citillo, Dennis Clare, Kevin Collins, Myrna
Iris Dellamarco, Norman Doucette, Baby Luka Dudashvili, Alexander
Guttierez, John Imperante Senior, Noila Johnson, Cipriana Jorge, Tommy
Jorge, Karen Kane, Sherryl Kahn, Daniel Kenierey, Eugenia Leguisamo,
Betty Anne McDonough, Joe Militia, Laura Morales, Georgina Oliver,
Rafael Pak, Patricia Patane, Natalie Podulka, Maria Rodin, Leonardo
Rodriguez, Joann Sicoli, Dennis Shepherd, Sandy Singh, Grace Sommero,
Marion Steinberg, Graciela Villegas, Karime Villegas, Teresa Wong—and
all parishioners currently in nursing homes, hospitals or confined
to their homes

Because of space constraints, we must periodically update the
prayers for the sick. Names may be removed after three (3) months,
unless the rectory is notified. Thank you for understanding.

Main Events of the Week

Sunday, March 15
At the 11:15 a.m. Mass: OCIA Second Scrutiny

After 11:15 a.m. Mass rectory basement meeting room:
YCP (Young Catholic Professionals) Coffee Hour
(Use glass door by the Mary statue)

Monday, March 16
After 8:05 a.m. and 12:05 p.m. Masses church:

Miraculous Medal Novena
Tuesday, March 17

11:30 a.m. church: Confessions

Church closes at 1:30 p.m. for Concert Rehearsal
7-8:30 p.m. Faith-Sharing and Fellowship
(Call 718-805-7232 or text 917-545-8049 for meeting location)
7:30 p.m. church choir loft: Choir Rehearsal

Wednesday, March 18
Church closes at 1:30 p.m. for Concert Preparation
Religious Education
3:45-5 p.m. levels 1, 2, 3 and 4 class
7-8:15 p.m. levels 5, 6, Confirmation, FFOIL

7:30 p.m. church: Jackson Heights Orchestra Concert
(see page 5)
7:45-9 p.m. Zoom: Charismatic Prayer Group
(Meeting ID: 82120186604. PW: 765136)

Thursday, March 19

11:30 a.m. church: Confessions

At the 12:05 p.m. Mass:
Close of the St. Joseph Novena

After 12:05 p.m. Mass
Exposition and Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament
7:30 p.m. Benediction

Friday, March 20
7:30 p.m. church: Stations of the Cross

followed by Benediction

Saturday, March 21
10:30 a.m.—3 p.m. OLOMCA auditorium:

Confirmation Retreat

12:45 p.m. church: Confessions

Remember Our Deceased

Angel Lopez Andres
Joseph Todaro

Jane Josephine D’Souza
Duane Farabaugh

WELCOME! Sound-enhancing assistive listening device is available
if you have trouble hearing during Mass. Visit the sacristy for
information. If a disability makes it difficult for you to fully participate
atMass or other activities of our parish, contact our Parish Advocate
for Persons with Disabilities, Karen Mongiello, to make your special
needs known. Contact: disabilities.olgm@gmail.com.
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March 15, 2026 - Fourth Sunday of Lent (Laetare Sunday)

This Week’s Reflection
Lux Christi

As we draw closer to Easter, we are drawing closer to the
Light of Christ, and this Sunday’s scriptures remind us of
that.

The passage from Paul’s letter to the Ephesians begins:

You were once darkness, but now you are light in the
Lord. Live as children of the light.

Everything, he tells us, that becomes visible is light.

Then there is the remarkable Gospel passage from John,
which describes how a blind man regains his sight from
Jesus. “One thing I do know,” the man says at one point,
“is that I was blind and now I see.” He, too, was once in
darkness but grew to live in the “light the Lord.”

This might be a good opportunity to ask ourselves:
*  What is the darkness in our own lives?

*  What are our blind spots, the shadows shading our own
eyes?

* How can Christ illuminate them?

Let us pray to “live as children of the light” in the days to

come, as we continue to prepare for the Great Light that
will come to us on Easter Sunday.

Order of Mass

Laetare Sunday
Cycle A—Choir Mass at 11:15 a.m.

ENTRANCE
Missal #466— “We Are the Light of the World”

Mass ParTs: People’s Mass/
Mass for Christian Unity (1/ermulsi)

FirsT READING
1 Samuel 16:1b, 6-7, 10-13a

RESPONSORIAL PsALM

The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want.

SEcoND READING
Ephesians 5:8-14

GOSPEL
John 9:1-41

HomiLy

OFFERTORY
“The Lotd Is My Shepherd” (H. Schalit)—Choir
Missal #447— “Amazing Grace”

CoMMUNION
“O, For a Closer Walk with God” (M. B. Foster)—Choir
Organ Meditation
Missal #464—“Christ, Be Our Light”

CLOSING
Missal #709—“Take Up Your Cross”

Second Collections

» Today’s second collection is for major repairs. There is also an
envelope for a collection for Catholic Relief Services.

» March 22, the second collection is for fuel. There is also an
envelope for Easter flowers.

» At any time, use the special envelope to contribute to the Parish
Endowment Fund (outladyqueenofmartyrs.org/blue-envelope). If
using the Parish Giving portal online, select Blue Envelope from the
pull-down menu.

» Por online Parish Giving technical support, call 866-307-7140,
Mon-Fti, 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Parish Giving accepts Apple Pay.

LAERTARE (“REJOICE”) SUNDAY! This fourth Sunday of
Lent marks the midpoint of Lent. Unlike all other Lenten days, we
relax our penitential practice on this joyful Sunday and allow flowers
on the altar as we look ahead to Easter. This week also brings the
feasts of two beloved saints, Saint Patrick and Saint Joseph, whom
we honor for their faithful service to God.

ORDER YOUR EASTER MEMORIALS: To order flowers as a
Gift for or in Memory of a loved one, use the form on page 6. For
their names to be listed in the Easter bulletin, please submit orders
no later than March 23. We also appreciate donations in any
amount in next week’s Easter Flowers collection, to help decorate
the sanctuary for Easter.
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Our Lady Queen of Martyrs - Forest Hills, New York

Masses and Sacraments

Daily Masses
Monday—Friday: 8:05 a.m. and 12:05 p.m.
Saturday: 12:05 p.m. and 5 p.m. (Vigil)

Sunday Masses
9am, 11:15a.m., 1 p.m.

Confessions
Tuesday and Thursday: 11:30 a.m.; Saturday: 12:45 p.m.

Holy Days of Obligation
Masses at 8:05 a.m., 12:05 p.m. and 7:30 p.m.

Rosary and Chaplet of Divine Mercy
Monday—Saturday after 12:05 p.m. Mass

Miraculous Medal Novena
Mondays after 8:05 a.m. & 12:05 p.m. Mass

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament
Thursdays after 12:05 p.m. Mass
Benediction at 7:30 p.m.

Celebration of Baptism
First Sunday of each month at 2:30 p.m.
baptismprep@olqmchurch.org

Celebration of Marriage
Arrangements should be made at least six months in
advance, prior to the proposed wedding date

Trustees

Roy Joseph
Karen Flynn

MAIN PHONE, EMAILS
Rectory Office:
718-268-6251
rectory@olgmchurch.org
Emergency (last rites):
718-810-9788 (after office
hours)

Fr. Passenant (Pastor):
admn.olgqm@yahoo.com
Bishop Sanchez (Pastor
Emeritus):
rectory@olgmchurch.org

Religious Education Office:

Deacon Thomas Jorge, DRE
718-263-0907
olgmreled@olgmchurch.org
OCIA: Sister Domitilla
718-268-6251, ext. *827
ocia@olgmchurch.org
OLQM Catholic Academy:
Anne Zuchlag, principal
718-263-2622
www.olgmca.org

OLQM Charity Outreach:
718-268-6251, ext. *843

Contact Us

Finance Committee
Chair
Edward Torres

Music Ministry:

David Close, music director
718-268-6251

Pastoral Care Office:

Dennis Francis Portelli, director
dfport@gmail.com

MAYO (Martyrs Active
Youth Organization):

David James
youth@olqmchurch.org

ADDITIONAL EMAILS
Bereavement Support:
beteave@olqmchurch.org

Bulletin Subjects:
olgmcomm(@olgmchurch.org

Disabilities Advocate:
disabilities.olqm@gmail.com

FIND US ONLINE
ourladyqueenofmartyrs.org

Facebook, Instagram,
X/ Twitter: @OLQMChurch

YouTube:
@OLQMStewardship

Faith Sharing at
OLQM

Are you looking to explore your faith
with others? Join one of our regularly
meeting parish groups.

Sunday YCP Coffee Hour: Every 3rd Sunday after the
11:15 a.m. Mass. Join fellow Young Catholic Professionals
in their 20s, 30s, and early 40s for community and spiritual
growth. In the rectory basement meeting room (enter through
the glass door by the Mary statue).

Monday “Through the Word” Bible Study: 7-8 p.m.
Every 1st and 4th Monday on Zoom. Use the Meeting ID:
88429100717. Sessions ate recorded and archived for later
viewing on demand at YouTube.com/@bktheologian.

Tuesday Evening Fellowship: 7-8:30 p.m. Faith reflec-
tions and conversation hosted by fellow parishioners Bob and
Melinda Nobbs. Call 718-805-7232 or text 917-545-8049 for
meeting location and more information.

Wednesday Catholic Charismatic Prayer: 7:45-9 p.m.
Weekly Zoom prayer meetings with bible study on the 3rd
Wednesday. Join to pray together and for one another. Learn
how God’s word is alive and relevant in our daily lives. Meet-
ing ID: 82120186604 (PW: 7651306).

Weekly Collections

Mar 8
Candle Offerings $1,829.00
1st Collection 8,741.00
2nd Collection (church cleaning) 2,392.00
Academy Building Maintenance 1,028.00
Subtotal: In Church $13.990.00
Online Giving 6,917.89
Mail In 2,900.00
TOTAL $23,807.80
Weekly Income Needed** $24,500.00
Surplus/(Deficit) (692.20)

* Amount needed weekly to meet church expenses; does not reflect other
income sources. Our goal is to cover parish expenses through higher first
collections, without having to depend on less reliable income streams.

Consider a Legacy Gift

Please remember the Roman Catholic Church of Our Lady Queen of Martyrs
in your will and estate planning. You may speak directly to Father Passenant or
Bishop Sanchez at 718-268-6251. You may also find more information on leaving
legacy gift at ourladyqueenofmartyrs.org/planned-giving.
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March 15, 2026 - Fourth Sunday of Lent (Laetare Sunday)

Give to Catholic Relief Services

Today we are taking up a special collection for the US
Bishops® Overseas Appeal, which lends financial assistance
to Catholic Relief Services and other global ministries
working to assist those facing hardships most of us cannot
imagine, such as famine, war, and life in refugee camps.
Please be generous in this collection.

OCIA Otrder of Christian Initiation
of Adults

Please keep our Elect in your prayers as they prepare to
receive the Sacraments of Initiation at the Easter Vigil. And
give thanks to God for the growth of our faith community!
Are you or someone you know interested in becoming
Catholic or completing your sacraments? The OCIA process
is the place to start. Contact ocia@olgmchurch.org or call
718-268-6251, ext. *827, and leave your name and callback
number; all messages and emails will receive a response.

Use this QR code to join our parish page
to share prayer intentions and participate
in prayer challenges together. Qs? Email
David James at youth@olgmchurch.org.

Join OLQOM on Hallow

“Go to Joseph”: Novena Honoring St. Joseph Concludes March 19

Bring your prayer intentions to St. Joseph, foster-father of Jesus. We will recite the novena after today’s 11:15 a.m.
Mass and at this week’s 12:05 p.m. daily Masses, concluding the novena on Thursday, March 19, St. Joseph’s Day.

: CONCERT OF CLASSICAL
Strengthening Our MUSIC

Tower of Faith

Thank you for your commitment!

An Evening of Mozart & Brahms

Jackson Heights Orchestra

We wish to thank all who are planning to make a pledge to Wednesday, March 18, 2026  7:30 p.m.
our parish campaign. We look forward to sharing regular in Our Church

rogress updates in the bulletin soon. . . . . .
prog P A beautiful evening of live classical music:

Pledges can be satisfied over a three-year period, with
a suggested pledge of under $3 per day. All pledges will
help us to meet our objectives of restoring the structural

Arex WEN, Artistic Director
BarBARA NovacK AND EsTHER CHUNG, Soloists

integrity of the church bell tower, forming the youth of our Featuring:

parish, and fulfilling our obligation to the diocesan Annual Mozart — Concerto for Flute and Harp
Catholic Appeal this year. BranMs — Symphony No. 2

You can give your support using the Give Now link online

at ourladyqueenofmartyrs.org/ TowerOfFaith, or you can $20 Suggested Donation ¢ All Are Welcome
use the pledge cards that were mailed to your home and are Invite friends and neighbors and enjoy a night of
available on the piano in church. inspiring music in our church.
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Our Lady Queen of Martyrs - Forest Hills, New York

EASTER
Memorials 2026

We are accepting memorial donations that will go toward
decorating the church for Easter. To be listed in the Easter
Sunday bulletin, please submit no later than March 23.
The 1 p.m. Mass on Divine Mercy Sunday will be
offered for the memorials donated.

DESCRIPTION OF MEMORIALS OFFERING

(2) Tall Cherry Blossom Trees $200/each tree
(2) Yellow Forsythia Blossom Trees $200/each tree
(2) Magnolia Blossom Trees $150/each tree
(2) Large Forsythia Vases $100/each
Triple Stem Easter Lily Plant $100/each
Group of Five Tulip Plants (assorted colors) $ 60/each

(6) Forsythia Vases Across High Altar $ 50/each
(New for 2026) Group of Two Hydrangeas (assorted colors) $ 50/each
Group of Three Hyacinth Plants (assorted colors) $ 50/each
Easter Lily Plant (single stem) $ 40/each

Celebrate the EASTER SEASON with us at Our Lady Queen of Martyrs.

Thank you for your generosity to our parish! Please return this form (with payment) to the rectory.

Gift from/in Memory of:

(Please PRINT)

Requested by:

Telephone Number: Email:

Offering (select from items and prices above):
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