February 22, 2026 - First Sunday of Lent
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Our Lady Queen of Martyrs - Forest Hills, New York

Masses for the Week
Saturday, February 21

Saint Peter Damian
12:05 p.m. Dorothy Lee
5 p.m. Laura Morales [living]

Sunday, February 22
9 a.m. Family Mass celebrated for the parishioners

of Our Lady Queen of Martyrs
Children’s Liturgy of the Word

Monday, February 23

Saint Polycarp
8:05 a.m. Mary Ellen Beauregard [living]
12:05 p.m. Vicente Taylan

Tuesday, February 24
8:05 a.m. Austine E. Olson

12:05 p.m. Nelly Rodriguez

Wednesday, February 25
8:05 a.m. Justine Hoffman

12:05 p.m. Michael and Lorna Lopez

Thursday, February 26
8:05 a.m. All Souls in Purgatory

12:05 p.m. Ignacio Calleja, Jr.

FEriday, February 27
Saint Gregory of Narek

8:05 p.m. Rosemarie Nicolois

12:05 p.m. Hunter Vargas

Saturday, February 28
12:05 p.m. Cesar Contreras

5 p.m. Carlos Ferreira

Remember Our Sick

Angelo Bagasan, Molly Catherine Banderberg, Jose V. Batista, Margaret
Bastone, Bennett Brevetti, Carmela Brevetti, Luca Brevetti, Olivia Brevetti,
Nadine Ho-Sin Burton, Rosa Cabral, Jayden Cabrera, Alicia Cardenas,
Rob Champion, Carl Christian, Emily Cirillo, Dennis Clare, Myrna
Iris Dellamarco, Norman Doucette, Baby Luka Dudashvili, Alexander
Guttierez, John Imperante Senior, Noila Johnson, Cipriana Jorge, Tommy
Jorge, Karen Kane, Sherryl Kahn, Daniel Kenierey, Gloria Marsala, Betty
Anne McDonough, Joe Militia, Laura Morales, Rafael Pak, Patricia Patane,
Natalie Podulka, Maria Rodin, Leonardo Rodriguez, Joann Sicoli. Dennis
Shepherd, Sandy Singh, Grace Sommero, Marion Steinberg, Joseph Todaro,
Jihan Villa, Teresa Wong—and all parishioners currently in nursing
homes, hospitals or confined to their homes

Because of space constraints, we must periodically update the
prayersforthe sick. Names may be removedafterthree (3) months,
unless the rectory is notified. Thank you for understanding.

Main Events of the Week

Sunday, February 22
At All Masses (affer announcements): Presentation on
Tower of Faith and the Annual Catholic Appeal (see p. 6)

11:15 a.m. Mass OCIA Rite of Sending

2:30 p.m. rectory: Baptism Instruction

Monday, February 23
After 8:05 a.m. and 12:05 p.m. Masses church:

Miraculous Medal Novena

6:45 p.m. rectory meeting room:
Bereavement Support Group

7 p.m. Zoonz: “Through the Word” Bible Study
(Every 15t and 4th Monday. Meeting ID: §§429100717)

Tuesday, February 24
11:30 a.m. church: Confessions
7-8:30 p.m. Faith-Sharing and Fellowship
(Call 718-805-7232 or text 917-545-8049 for meeting location)

7:30 p.m. church choir loft: Choir Rehearsal
Wednesday, February 25

Religious Education
3:45-5 p.mv. levels 1, 2, 3 and 4 class
7-8:15 p.m. levels 5, 6, Confirmation, FFOI

7:45-9 p.m. Zoom: Charismatic Prayer Group
(Meeting ID: §2120186604. PW: 765136)

Thursday, February 26
11:30 a.m. church: Confessions

After 12:05 p.m. Mass
Exposition and Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament
7:30 p.m. Benediction

Lriday, February 27

7:30 p.m. church: Stations of the Cross
followed by Benediction

Saturday, February 28

12:45 p.m. church: Confessions

After Next Week’s Sunday Masses
February 28 ¢» March 1
Church vestibule: Holy Land Wood Carvings for Purchase

(see p. 5)

Remember Our Deceased
Herminda Paez Albert Munday
John Cornell

Rev. Donald M. Berran
WELCOME! Sound-enhancing assistive listening device is available
if you have trouble hearing during Mass. Visit the sacristy for
information. If a disability makes it difficult for you to fully participate
atMass or other activities of our parish, contact our Parish Advocate
for Persons with Disabilities, Karen Mongiello, to make your special
needs known. Contact: disabilities.olgm@gmail.com.
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February 22, 2026 - First Sunday of Lent

This Week’s Reflection
Forty Days

As we begin our Lenten journey, we encounter Christ
spending his forty days in the desert. It is a time of
temptation and hardship and, most significantly, as Matthew
tells us, hunger.

We might look at all the temptations that are placed before
Jesus as basic human hungers—the yearnings all of us feel.

The hunger for food.
The hunger for power.
The hunger to pass every test, survive every challenge.

Jesus was not immune to these temptations. But one of the
great lessons of this Sunday’s Gospel is that He was able to
withstand them by holding fast to what He believed in, and
reminding Himself (and His tempter) of God’s continuing
presence in His life.

In all the temptations that we face in life, do we try to do
the same?

During this period of Lent, we would do well to remember
what these forty days are about—and Whom we are trying
to serve. There will be times when we will be hungry for
what we’ve given up. We will hunger for more elusive things
like love, or influence, or wealth.

Remember how Christ survived His time in the desert. And
remember, as well, His final words in this Gospel:

“The Lord, your God, shall you worship, and him alone
shall you serve.”

Find our Lenten Calendar and Holy Week and
Easter schedule at ourladyqueenofmartyrs.org.

Order of Mass

First Sunday of Lent
Cycle A—Choir Mass at 11:15 a.m.
ENTRANCE

Missal #130— Led by the Spirit”

Mass PArTS: People’s Mass (I/ermulsi)
FirsT READING: Genesis 2:7-9; 3:1-7

RESPONSORIAL PSALM

Be merciful, O Lord, for we have sinned.
SECOND READING: Romans 5:12-19

GOSPEL

Matthew 4:1-11
HomiLy

OFFERTORY
“Since by Man Came Death” (G. F. Handel)—Choir
Missal #139—“Ashes To Ashes”

CoMMUNION
“Turn Thy Face from My Sins” (A. Sullivan)—Choir
Organ Meditation
Missal #323—“Eat This Bread”

CLOSING

Missal #548—“Christ Before Us”

Second Collections

» Today’s second collection will help with maintenance of the
church grounds. There is also an envelope for Black and Indian
Home Missions.

» March 1, the second collection will help offset fuel costs. There
is also an envelope for the Easter Music & Liturgy.

» At any time, use the special envelope to contribute to the Parish
Endowment Fund (outladyqueenofmartyrs.org/blue-envelope). If
using the Parish Giving portal online, select Blue Envelope from
the pull-down menu.

» For online Parish Giving technical support, call 866-307-7140,
Mon-Fri, 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

No Flowers in Church
During this holy season of Lent, the altar and sanctuary
are not decorated with flowers. Please do not place flowers
anywhere in the church during Lent, including near the altars
or the statues. Thank you.
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Our Lady Queen of Martyrs - Forest Hills, New York

Masses and Sacraments

Daily Masses
Monday—Friday: 8:05 a.m. and 12:05 p.m.
Saturday: 12:05 p.m. and 5 p.m. (Vigil)

Sunday Masses
9am., 11:15a.m., 1 p.m.

Confessions
Tuesday and Thursday: 11:30 a.m.; Saturday: 12:45 p.m.

Holy Days of Obligation
Masses at 8:05 a.m., 12:05 p.m. and 7:30 p.m.

Rosary and Chaplet of Divine Mercy
Monday—Saturday after 12:05 p.m. Mass

Miraculous Medal Novena
Mondays after 8:05 a.m. & 12:05 p.m. Mass

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament
Thursdays after 12:05 p.m. Mass
Benediction at 7:30 p.m.

Celebration of Baptism
First Sunday of each month at 2:30 p.m.
baptismprep@olqmchurch.org

Celebration of Marriage
Arrangements should be made at least six months in
advance, prior to the proposed wedding date

Trustees

Roy Joseph
Karen Flynn

MAIN PHONE, EMAILS
Rectory Office:
718-268-6251
rectory@olgmchurch.org
Emergency (last rites):
718-810-9788 (after office
hours)

Fr. Passenant (Pastor):
admn.olgqm@yahoo.com
Bishop Sanchez (Pastor
Emeritus):
rectory@olgmchurch.org

Religious Education Office:

Deacon Thomas Jorge, DRE
718-263-0907
olgmreled@olgmchurch.org
OCIA: Sister Domitilla
718-268-6251, ext. *827
ocia@olgmchurch.org
OLQM Catholic Academy:
Anne Zuchlag, principal
718-263-2622
www.olgmca.org

OLQM Charity Outreach:
718-268-6251, ext. *843

Contact Us

Finance Committee
Chair
Edward Torres

Music Ministry:

David Close, music director
718-268-6251

Pastoral Care Office:

Dennis Francis Portelli, director
dfport@gmail.com

MAYO (Youth
Organization):

David James
youth@olqmchurch.org

ADDITIONAL EMAILS
Bereavement Support:
beteave@olqmchurch.org
Bulletin Subjects:
olgmcomm(@olgmchurch.org

Disabilities Advocate:
disabilities.olqm@gmail.com

FIND US ONLINE
ourladyqueenofmartyrs.org

Facebook, Instagram,
X/ Twitter: @OLQMChurch

YouTube:
@OLQMStewardship

.+ Faith Sharing at
- OLQM

Are you looking to explore your faith
with others? Join one of our regularly
meeting parish groups.

Sunday YCP Coffee Hour: Every 3rd Sunday after the
11:15 a.m. Mass. Join fellow Young Catholic Professionals
in their 20s, 30s, and eatly 40s for community and spiritual
growth. In the rectory basement meeting room (enter through
the glass door by the Mary statue).

Monday “Through the Word” Bible Study: 7-8 p.m.
Every 1st and 4th Monday on Zoom. Use the Meeting ID:
88429100717. Sessions atre recorded and archived for later
viewing on demand at YouTube.com/@bktheologian.

Tuesday Evening Fellowship: 7-8:30 p.m. Faith reflec-
tions and conversation hosted by fellow parishioners Bob and

Melinda Nobbs. Call 718-805-7232 or text 917-545-8049 for
meeting location and more information.

Wednesday Catholic Charismatic Prayer: 7:45-9 p.m.
Weekly Zoom prayer meetings with bible study on the 3rd
Wednesday. Join to pray together and for one another. Learn
how God’s word is alive and relevant in our daily lives. Meet-
ing ID: 82120186604 (PW: 765130).

KEEP U'F YOUR
INCREASED SUPPORT
Weekly Collections
Feb 15
Candle Offerings $1,575.00
1st Collection 10,812.00
2nd Collection (snow removal) 1,914.00
Academy Building Maintenance 1,987.00
Subtotal: In Church $16.288.00
Online Giving 4,119.83
Mail In 999.00
TOTAL $21,406.83
Weekly Income Needed** $24,500.00
Surplus/(Deficit) (3,093.17)

* Amount needed weekly to meet church expenses; does not reflect other income
sources. Our goal is to cover parish expenses through higher first collections, without
having to depend on less reliable income streams.

Consider a Legacy Gift

Please remember the Roman Catholic Church of Our Lady Queen of Martyrs
in your will and estate planning. You may speak directly to Father Passenant or
Bishop Sanchez at 718-268-6251. You may also find more information on leaving
legacy gift at ourladyqueenofmartyrs.org/planned-giving.
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Our Lady Queen of Martyrs
+ Hallow

We are partnering with Hallow, the popular Catholic prayer
and meditation app for those wanting to deepen their
prayer life, grow closer to God, and find daily moments of
peace. All parishioners are invited to join our parish page.
There, you can create a profile, share prayer intentions, and
participate in prayer challenges together.

Already on Hallow? Use the in-app
Church tab to find our parish (search
by ZIP code) and create your profile.
New to Hallow? Scan the QR code to
join our page and follow the prompts.
You’ll be offered a trial with access to
premium content. For the free version,
simply hit Skip and you’ll still have full
access to our parish page and content.
Qs? Email David James at youth@olgmchurch.org,

Join OLQOM on Hallow

Join Our Lenten Almsgiving Effort on Sunday, March 8

The St. Vincent de Paul donation truck will be stationed
near the front of the church on Ascan Ave. from 9 a.m. to
12 p.m. to accept new or gently used clothing for those in
need. Plan ahead and drop off your contributions during these
hours on March 8 to support this vital community outreach.

THURSDAYS

Adoration and ‘Benediction
12:40-7:50PM

ERIDAYS
Stations of the Cross
/:30PM
followed by Benediction

Bereavement Support Meets on Monday

The parish bereavement group is a welcoming community of
individuals who help one another deal with grief. They meet
once a month, usually the third or fourth Monday. They ate
scheduled to meet on Feb 23, Mar 23, Apr 27, May 18, and
Jun 22. All meetings are at 6:45 p.m. in the rectory basement
meeting room. Questions? Email the bereavement group fa-
cilitator Mike Acquilano at bereave(@olgmchurch.org.

Current Bible Study on Zoom:
Living Between Heaven and Earth

The “Through the Word” group is exploring what it means
to live faithfully between promise and fulfillment, heaven
and earth, time and eternity. Meetings are every first and
fourth Monday of each month, from February through
the end of June, and open to all—no prior experience or
preparation required. All meetings begin at 7 p.m. and are
held via Zoom. Go to Join.Zoom.us and enter the meeting
1D 88429100717.

Gifts from Bethlehem: Olivewood Handcrafted from the Holy Land

Weekend February 28 and March 1

A group from the Holy Land will be with us next week offering olivewood religious items made by
? @ ¥ Christian families in Bethlehem. These items will be available for purchase in the church vestibule
before and after the 5 p.m. Vigil Mass on February 28 and each of the Sunday Masses on March 1.
During the Lenten season of prayer and spiritual renewal, this visit presents a meaningful opportunity
for us to support fellow Christians in the land where Jesus prepared for His public ministry.

Many families in Bethlehem’s Christian community depend on the crafts trade for their livelihood.
_ The sharp decline in tourism because of war in the region has caused great hardship. We hope you
will support them by purchasing one of their faith-inspired items, both as an act of solidarity and as
a tangible reminder of the Holy Land for your home.
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Our Lady Queen of Martyrs - Forest Hills, New York

Tower of Faith Presentations

Today, guest speaker Kevin Kane will give a brief talk at
the conclusion of Mass to explain how the “Annual Catholic
Appeal” is integrated into our parish campaign to Strengthen
Our Tower of Taith. At next week’s Sunday Masses (affer the
homily) we will show the short video we prepared about the
Tower of Faith campaign and ask everyone to reflect on
how you can play a part in this initiative’s success. You can
also watch the video at youtube.com/olqmstewardship.

Thank you for your prayerful consideration and generosity.

Please Continue to Recite This Prayer to
“Strengthen Our Tower of Faith”

Gracious and loving, God, give us the courage and trust to
support the efforts to strengthen our tower of faith.

May your grace enlighten us to see this need and to joyfully
make sacrifices so that your brilliant splendor may shine as
a beacon of light and hope to guide us on our way to you.

Keep under your protective care all those who will work on
this project. Guide their hands, hone their skills. May their
efforts manifest your great glory!

We place this request into the hands of our
patroness, the Queen of Martyrs, and we ask
this prayer through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Last Chance to Register

presents

worldwide

} Ymarriage
encounter

Celebrate

Marriage

/come spend the day with the
love of your life! This enrich-
ment will renew your dreams,
increase your passion and re-
fresh & celebrate the Sacra-
ment of your marriage.

Saturday, Feb. 28, 2026
8:30 AM—4:00 PM

Catholic Mass follows

N\
Our Lady of Grace RC Church Community Room
100-05-159th Avenue Our Lady of Grace
Howard Beach, NY 11414 ) Rectory Basement
/ $75per couple \ Includes conti-

mail check payable to WWME
82 Toomey Road ~ West Islip, NY 11795
Contact: Chuck & MaryJane Young
(646) 642-7463
Chuckmaryjaneyoung@wwme.org

nental breakfast, lunch, & ma-
terials

Visit
www.WWME.org

Apply by Feb. 24, 2026
o

i

The Fidelity of God: Our Maker, Defender, Redeemer &
Friend. Lenten Mission at Sacred Heart Church (83-17
78th Ave., Glendale), with Msgr. Thomas Caserta, Professor
of Theology and Religious Studies at St. John’s University.
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, March 2, 3, 4 each night
at 7 p.m. Invite your family and friends in the area to this
faith-filled and extraordinary Lenten mission.

“Bridge to Life” Gala: Saturday, March 21 @ 12 p.m.
at Leonard’s Palazzo, Great Neck (555 Northern
Blvd). Music, dancing, raffles. All proceeds support the
Bridge’s commitment to making a positive impact on the
lives of mothers, babies, and families in need. Early-bird
tickets are $125 (available until February 28); individual
tickets: $150 (starting March 1). RSVP by March 7
to events@thebridgetolife.org or call 718-463-1810. For
more information, visit www.thebridgetolife.org;

Deanerv Corner

A place to share news and events at nearby parishes

Senior Strong, Senior Stretch. Wednesdays @ 10 am.
Sacred Heart Church Basement (83-17 78th Ave., Glendale).
$5 per class. Call Nancy at 917-816-1814 to sign up.

kokok

Maggie’s Little Theater at St. Margaret Parish Hall (66-05
79th Place, Middle Village). Tickets on sale now for “Don’t
Drink the Watet” opening Sunday, March 8 @ 3 pm.
Other performance dates March 14, 15, 22; evening show
at 7 p.m. on March 21. Buy or reserve tickets ($25) online at
maggieslittletheater.org,

Radio Bingo Night: Saturday, March 7 @ 7 pm. Our
Lady of Hope Gymnasium (Middle Village, parking lot at
Eliot Ave. and 72nd St). “Name That Tune” from the 60s,
70s, and 80s to win bingo prizes! Adults 21+ only. $40 per
person; includes bingo games, beer, wine, soda, snacks.
RSVP by Feb 28. Contact Anthony Zalak (646-354-0743,
tony2819@aol.com) or Thomas McCabe (718-779-2692,
tombren5@aol.com) to arrange payment. Sponsored by the
Knights of Columbus Juniper Valley Council #14578 and
the Holy Name Society of Our Lady of Hope.
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