
40
7 -

 O
ur

 L
ad

y Q
ue

en
 of

 M
art

yrs

December 14, 2025 - Third Sunday of  Advent

Watch Sunday Mass Online 
11:15 a.m. 

 ourladyqueenofmartyrs.org/webcast

110 - 06 Queens Boulevard
Forest Hills, New York 11375

tel 718-268-6251; fax 718-793-2584
rectory@olqmchurch.org |ourladyqueenofmartyrs.org

OLQM Catholic Academy: tel 718-263-2622

Office Hours 
Monday-Tuesday 9 a.m. to 8 p.m. 
Wednesday-Friday 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.  

(closed for lunch from noon to 1 p.m.)  
Saturday 10 a.m. to 12 p.m. No office hours Sundays

Give Now
Scan for online  

parish giving

Join the Parish 
Scan for parish registration 
information and form

Our Lady Queen of Martyrs

Very Rev. Francis J. Passenant, V. F. — Pastor 
Most Rev. Paul R. Sanchez, D. D. — Pastor Emeritus

Rev. Antonin Kocurek — Parochial Vicar 

CHRISTMAS CONFESSIONS
Saturday, December 20: 12:45 p.m.

Reconciliation Monday, December 22:  
Extended confession hours at 11:15 a.m., 4 p.m. & 7 p.m.
Tuesday, December 23: 11:30 a.m. (last opportunity)

No Confessions Christmas Eve

CHRISTMAS EVE MASSES
Wednesday, December 24

4 p.m. Christmas Vigil Mass  
with Children’s Nativity Pageant

9 p.m. Christmas Carols followed by 
Christmas Mass at Night

CHRISTMAS DAY MASSES
Thursday, December 25

9 a.m., 11:15 a.m. (Choir) & 1 p.m. 

NEW YEAR’S DAY MASSES
Thursday, January 1, 2026  

Feast of  Mary, Holy Mother of  God 
(Holy Day of  Obligation) 

5 p.m. Vigil on December 31 
 10 a.m. & 12:05 p.m. on January 1
The 12:05 p.m. Mass on New Year’s Day  

will be celebrated  for the intentions of  
those memorialized with Christmas wreaths, 

trees, and poinsettias and the donors to 
the Christmas flower fund.

Bambinelli Blessings

REJOICE!

https://ourladyqueenofmartyrs.org/webcast
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Our Lady Queen of  Martyrs - Forest Hills, New York

Masses for the Week
Saturday, December 13 

Saint Lucy 
12:05 p.m. Rev. James Tully 

5 p.m. Maria D’Egidio and Jean Gagliardo [anniversary]

Sunday, December 14 
9 a.m. Family Mass celebrated for the parishioners  

of  Our Lady Queen of  Martyrs 
Children’s Liturgy of  the Word

Monday, December 15 
8:05 a.m. All Souls in Purgatory 

12:05 p.m. Anna Velez

Tuesday, December 16 
8:05 a.m. Maria Antonia Forero and Miguel Fernandez 

12:05 p.m. Ignazia and Matteo Orlando

Wednesday, December 17 
8:05 a.m. Msgr. Joseph L. Cunningham 

12:05 p.m. Domingo Galicia

Thursday, December 18 
8:05 a.m. Carmine Yodice 

12:05 p.m. Patrick James Flannery

Friday, December 19 
8:05 a.m. Robert Peter Ballerini 

 12:05 p.m. Ester L. Raymundo and  
Yolanda Panganiban [anniversary]

Saturday, December 20 
12:05 p.m. Ester Daffara 

5 p.m. Rose Harach Brogno

Because of space constraints, we must periodically update the 
prayers for the sick. Names may be removed after three (3) months, 
unless the rectory is notified. Thank you for understanding.

Molly Catherine Banderberg, Margaret Bastone, Bennett Brevetti, Carmela 
Brevetti, Luca Brevetti, Olivia Brevetti, Nadine Ho-Sin Burton, Rosa Cabral, 
Jayden Cabrera, Rob Champion, Carlo Christian, Emily Cirillo, Dennis 
Clare, Myrna Iris Dellamarco, Norman Doucette, Baby Luka Dudashvili, 
Alexander Guttierez, Hung Sang Hau (Sammy), Noila Johnson, Cipriana 
Jorge, Tommy Jorge, Karen Kane, Sherryl Kahn, Daniel Kenierey, Gloria 
Marsala, Joe Militia, Laura Morales, Rafael Pak, Patricia Patane, Natalie 
Podulka, Maria Rodin, Leonardo Rodriguez, Dennis Shepherd, Sandy 
Singh, Grace Sommero, Marion Steinberg, Baby Isaac Joseph Terry, Carlos 
Velazquez, Jihan Villa, Teresa Wong—and all parishioners currently in 
nursing homes, hospitals or confined to their homes

WELCOME! Sound-enhancing assistive listening device is available if you have trouble hearing during Mass. Visit the sacristy for 
information. If a disability makes it difficult for you to fully participate at Mass or other activities of our parish, contact our Parish Advocate 
for Persons with Disabilities, Karen Mongiello, to make your special needs known. Contact: disabilities.olqm@gmail.com.

Remember Our Sick

William Molloy
Sandra Moskowitz

Ernest Naples
Jeffrey Ogilivie

Remember Our Deceased

Main Events of the Week
Sunday, December 14

BAMBINELLI BLESSING at ALL MASSES
4 p.m. church: A Christmas Festival 

Tickets available at the door : $30, children 12 & under free
Christmas Giving Tree Final Drop-Off  

Leave unwrapped gifts under the tree

Monday, December 15 
After 8:05 a.m. and 12:05 p.m. Masses  

church: Miraculous Medal Novena

6:45 p.m. rectory meeting room: Bereavement Support Group

 Tuesday, December 16
11:30 a.m. church: Confessions

7–8:30 p.m. Faith-Sharing and Fellowship  
(Call 718-805-7232 or text 917-545-8049 for meeting location)

7:30 p.m. church choir loft: Choir Rehearsal

Wednesday, December 17
“O” Antiphons of  Advent Begin 

Recited daily from Dec. 17 through Dec. 23. See p. 6.
Religious Education 
Classes and Carols 

3:45–5 p.m. levels 1, 2, 3 and 4 class 
7–8 p.m. levels 5, 6, Confirmation, FFO

7:45–9 p.m. Zoom: Charismatic Prayer Group 
(Meeting ID: 82120186604. PW: 765136)

Thursday, December 18
After 12:05 p.m. Mass 

 Exposition and Benediction of  the Blessed Sacrament
(Evening Benediction at 7:30 p.m. resumes Feb. 19, 2026)

Friday, December 19
3:30 p.m. church: wedding  

Erica Christine Ritter/Peter John Sorgini

Saturday, December 20
12:45 p.m. church: Christmas Confessions

1 p.m. rectory: Baptism Class 
(Baptisms will be on Sunday, January 4, 2026)

The Wine and Hosts
are offered in loving  memory 

Audrey and Robert P. Ballerini
—requested by Robert Ballerini

Rev. Thomas M. Haggerty
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December 14, 2025 - Third Sunday of  Advent

 
Entrance 

Missal #73—“The Advent of  Our King”

Mass Parts:  
A Community Mass (Proulx)

First Reading 
Isaiah 35:1-6a, 10

Responsorial Psalm 
Lord, come and save us.

Second Reading 
James 5:7-10

Gospel 
Matthew 11:2-11

Homily

Offertory 
“E’en So Lord Jesus Quickly Come” (P. Manz)—Choir 

Missal #48—“Beyond the Moon and Stars”

Communion 
“On Jordan’s Bank” (arr. M. Archer)—Choir

Organ Meditation  
Missal #331—“One Love Released”

Closing Hymn 
Missal #71—“Every Valley”

Order of  Mass 
Third Sunday of  Advent

Cycle A—Choir Mass at 11:15 a.m.

››  Today’s  second collection is for the Religious Retirement Fund. 
There is also an envelope for Pastoral Care.
››  December 21, the second collection is our Christmas gift to the 
church. Thank you for your generosity. See details on p. 4.
››  At any time, use the special envelope to contribute to the Parish 
Endowment Fund (ourladyqueenofmartyrs.org/blue-envelope). If  
using the Parish Giving portal online, select Blue Envelope from 
the pull-down menu. 
››  For online Parish Giving technical support, call 866-307-7140, 
Mon–Fri, 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Second Collections

This Week’s Ref  lection
Evergreen

from the OLQM bulletin archives

There is nothing like an honest-to-God evergreen.

It’s ingrained in our culture and in our faith. History 
records that the first Christmas tree was put up in Latvia 
in the sixteenth century. Back then, they’d decorate a tree 
with artificial roses, and men danced around it in the town 
square and then set it on fire. Later, the Germans got into 
the act and decorated trees with apples. It wasn’t until the 
1800s that the custom took root (so to speak) in the United 
States.

We’re told that this tradition, like so many, really began with 
the pagans, and that Christians adopted it and reinvented 
it to make it our own. (That may be one reason why a 
Christmas tree didn’t pop up in St. Peter’s Square until the 
papacy of  John Paul II, who started that tradition from 
one he knew in his native Poland.) But wherever it came 
from, however it started, the Christmas tree (even if  it’s an 
artificial one), complete with decorations and ornaments 
and lights, brings this season tangibly—and fragrantly—
into our homes.

Who wouldn’t want one? That tree with its perpetual 
greenery reminds us of  resilience. It defies winter and 
insists on spring. It speaks to the persistence of  hope. It 
calls to mind so many things that have endured: Mary and 
Joseph, journeying to Bethlehem and then to Egypt. Wise 
Men traveling from Asia in search of  a star; shepherds 
watching their flock at night; angels singing glory across a 
silent night.

The tree holds in its arms all manner of  memories, too: 
decorations that go back decades, marking the years with 
paper or ceramic or plastic or tin. 

Time flies. But on a Christmas tree, our favorite ornaments 
hang by a wire, frozen forever. 

Our faith, too, should be like the Christmas tree, evergreen: 
continually fresh, constantly replenishing 
itself, defying the seasons.

source: Originally appeared as a “View 
from the Pew” column by Deacon Greg 
Kandra. It is reproduced here in condensed 
and edited form.

BLESS THE BABY JESUS! 
May today’s blessing of  our statues of  the Baby Jesus (Bambinelli) remind us of  the 

wonderful gift that God our Father gives us in Christ Jesus.

https://ourladyqueenofmartyrs.org/blue-envelope/
https://ourladyqueenofmartyrs.org/parish-giving/
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Our Lady Queen of  Martyrs - Forest Hills, New York

—————— Contact Us –——————
MAIN PHONE, EMAILS
Rectory Office: 
718-268-6251
rectory@olqmchurch.org
Emergency (last rites):
718-810-9788 (after office 
hours)
Fr. Passenant (Pastor):
admn.olqm@yahoo.com
Bishop Sanchez (Pastor 
Emeritus): 
rectory@olqmchurch.org 
Religious Education Office: 
Deacon Thomas Jorge, DRE
718-263-0907 New email: 
olqmreled@olqmchurch.org 
OCIA: Sister Domitilla 
718-268-6251, ext. *827  
ocia@olqmchurch.org
OLQM Catholic Academy: 
Anne Zuchlag, principal 
718-263-2622
www.olqmca.org
OLQM Charity Outreach:
718-268-6251, ext. *843 

Music Ministry:  
David Close, music director 
718-268-6251
Pastoral Care Office: 
Dennis Francis Portelli, director
dfport@gmail.com
MAYO (Youth 
Organization):
David James
youth@olqmchurch.org

ADDITIONAL EMAILS 
Bereavement Support:
bereave@olqmchurch.org 
Bulletin Subjects:
olqmcomm@olqmchurch.org
Disabilities Advocate:
disabilities.olqm@gmail.com 

FIND US ONLINE
ourladyqueenofmartyrs.org
Facebook, Instagram,  
X/Twitter: @OLQMChurch 
YouTube: 
@OLQMStewardship

Masses and Sacraments
Daily Masses 

Monday–Friday: 8:05 a.m. and 12:05 p.m. 
Saturday: 12:05 p.m. and 5 p.m. (Vigil) 

Sunday Masses 
9 a.m., 11:15 a.m., 1 p.m.

Confessions 
Tuesday and Thursday: 11:30 a.m.; Saturday: 12:45 p.m.

Holy Days of Obligation 
No Vigil Mass. Note new schedule: 

Masses at 8:05 a.m., 12:05 p.m. and 7:30 p.m.
Rosary and Chaplet of Divine Mercy  
Monday–Saturday after 12:05 p.m. Mass 

Miraculous Medal Novena
Mondays after 8:05 a.m. & 12:05 p.m. Mass

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament
Thursdays after 12:05 p.m. Mass 

Benediction at 7:30 p.m.
Celebration of Baptism  

First Sunday of each month at 2:30 p.m. 
baptismprep@olqmchurch.org

Celebration of Marriage  
Arrangements should be made at least six months in 

advance, prior to the proposed wedding date

Trustee: Roy Joseph 
Finance Committee Chair: Edward Torres

Consider a Legacy Gift 
Please remember the Roman Catholic Church of Our Lady Queen of Martyrs 
in your will and estate planning. You may speak directly to Father Passenant 
or Bishop Sanchez at 718-268-6251. You may also find more information on 
leaving legacy gift at ourladyqueenofmartyrs.org/planned-giving.

New Email for Religious Education
Effective immediately, please send all questions and correspon-
dence for the Religious Education department to their new email: 
olqmreled@olqmchurch.org. Thank you for your continued 
commitment to our parish program. The phone number for Re-
ligious Ed remains the same: 718-263-0907.

Weekly Collections
 Dec 7*
Candle Offerings $ 1,896.00*
1st Collection 8,651.00*
2nd Collection (fuel) 2,470.07*
2nd Collection (school bldg maintenance)        1,445.00*
Subtotal: In Church 14,462.07*
Online Giving 7,678.35*
TOTAL 22,140.42*
Weekly Income Needed** 24,500.00*
Surplus/(Deficit) (2,359.58)*
** Amount needed weekly to meet church expenses; does not reflect other income 
sources. Our goal is to cover parish expenses through higher first collections, without 
having to depend on less reliable income streams.

The winner of the  
Sacred Music Society Sweepstakes  
is Ticket #53. Congratulations. 

Thanks to everyone for supporting the 
Sacred Music Society of OLQM.

“I send my messenger ahead of  you to prepare your way 
before you.” Are you called to be sent by Jesus as a priest, 
deacon, sister or brother? Contact the Vocation Office at 

718-827-2454 or email vocations@diobrook.org.

Your Christmas Gift to the Church
Our second collection next Sunday, December 21, will be “Our 
Christmas Gift to the Church.” This collection funds some of  
our largest operational expenses, including our insurance bills 
and required diocesan assessment. As we prepare for the joy of  
Christ’s birth, your faithful sacrifice and generosity will allow us 
to meet our responsibilities and continue to serve and thrive. 
Thank you for making your parish gift this Christmas season 
and helping to keep our parish spiritually and fiscally strong.

mailto:olqmreled%40olqmchurch.org%20?subject=
mailto:vocations@diobrook.org


December 14, 2025 - Third Sunday of  Advent

🎶A Christmas 
Festival 

Today at 4 p.m.  
Tickets $30 at the door.  

Children 12 & under attend free. 

Sing along at this Christmas concert for the 
whole family, with beautiful sacred music  

& favorite carols.  
John Easterlin, featured artist

Paula Jean Rocheleau, soprano 
Christian K. De Los Santos, narrator

Barbara Podgurski, piano

David Close, conductor

Last Chance to Drop Off Gifts! 
Leave all gifts under the tree UNWRAPPED  
with the original gift tag attached. If  
you don’t not have a tag, you can still 
leave an unwrapped gift. All gifts from 
OLQM parishioners will be collected 
by Catholic Charities and brought to 
Santa’s Toy Shop at St. Gabriel R.C. 
Church in East Elmhurst, so they 
can be distributed to children in time 
for Christmas!! Thank YOU for your 
kindness. Blessings for a Happy 
Advent and a Merry Christmas! 
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LET EVERY HEART 
PREPARE 

Receive the gift of God’s mercy in the  
Sacrament of Reconciliation! 

During Advent, we hear the Gospel story where John the 
Baptist call us to “Prepare the Way of  the Lord.” One of  
the best was for YOU to prepare yourself  for Christmas is 
to celebrate the Sacrament of  Reconciliation. 

On Advent Reconciliation Monday, December 22, our 
parish will have extended hours for Christmas confessions 
in the morning (11:15 a.m.), afternoon (4 p.m.), and 
evening (7 p.m.).  

Recently Baptized at Our Lady 
Queen of  Martyrs
Nadia Cassandra Abdelmeguid
daughter of  Francine and Ahmed Abdelmeguid
Rosemary Eustica DeAbreu
daughter of  Rosanne Ramlogan
Joseph Reid Del Rio
son of  Allegra and Joseph Del Rio
Robyn Everly Santos
daughter of  Kristine Ann Ruiz and John Santos-Colon
Samuel David Slinker
son Vicky and David Slinker 
Sofia Victoria Slinker
daughter of  Vicky and David Slinker
Violette Giabella Suarez Cummings
daughter of  Imani Cummings and Walter Suarez
Ruby Giabella Suarez Cummings
daughter of  Imani Cummings and Walter Suarez
Congratulations to the children, their parents and godparents!

Next Sunday
Young Catholic Professionals Coffee Hour

Meet other young adults in their 20s and 30s! Stop by for 
coffee next Sunday, Dec. 21, following 11:15 a.m. Mass 
(about 12:20 p.m.). The group meets every third Sunday in 
the rectory basement meeting room (use the glass door  
entrance by the Mary statue). If  you are a 1 p.m. Mass-goer, 
come to church a bit early to join them!
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Our Lady Queen of  Martyrs - Forest Hills, New York

  
  

Antiphons 
of Advent
 Recited at the Masses 
Dec 17 through Dec 23

The “O Antiphons” are brief  prayers recited or sung 
at Mass daily during the Octave before Christmas. 
On the eighth day, December 24, Christmas Eve, the 
prayer is part of  the Christmas Vigil. Each prayer 
begins with “O” and expresses an Old Testament 
hope for the coming of  the Messiah. The antiphons 
are the inspiration for the hymn “O Come, O Come 
Emmanuel.”

December 17—O Wisdom of  our God Most High, 
guiding creation with power and love: come to teach 
us the path of  knowledge!

December 18—O Leader of  the House of  Israel, giver 
of  the Law to Moses on Sinai: come to rescue us with 
your mighty power!

December 19—O Root of  Jesse’s stem, sign of  God’s 
love for all his people: come to save us without delay!

December 20—O Key of  David, opening the gates of  
God’s eternal Kingdom: come and free the prisoners 
of  darkness!

December 21—O Radiant Dawn, splendor of  eternal 
light, sun of  justice: come and shine on those who 
dwell in darkness and in the shadow of  death.

December 22—O King of  all nations and keystone of  
the Church: come and save man, whom you formed 
from the dust!

December 23—O Emmanuel, our King and Giver of  
Law: come to save us, Lord our God!

Take home a copy of  the O Antiphons prayers that 
we have in church and recite the prayers at home 
as part of  your preparations for Christmas. The 
prayer sheet, which explains the Latin roots and 
meaning of  each prayer, is also available online at 
ourladyqueenofmartyrs.org/o-antiphons.

0

Prayer to “Strengthen  
Our Tower of  Faith”

Gracious and loving, God, give us 
the courage and trust to support 
the efforts to strengthen our tower  of  faith.

May your grace enlighten us to see this need and to joyfully 
make sacrifices so that your brilliant splendor may shine as 
a beacon of  light and hope to guide us on our way to you.

Keep under your protective care all those who will work on 
this project. Guide their hands, hone their skills. May their 
efforts manifest your great glory!

We place this request into the hands of  our patroness,  
the Queen of  Martyrs, and we ask this prayer through 
Christ our Lord. Amen.

 

Your bright green leaves with 
festive cheer, give hope and 

strength throughout the year! 

Be sure to stop by to see 
the Christmas tree on the 
grounds of OLQM Catholic 

Academy. May its light bring 
everyone joy!

Now Enrolling for 2026–2027!
Families are invited to apply now for admission to Our 
Lady Queen of  Martyrs Catholic Academy for the 
2026–2027 school year. Applications for grades K–7 are 
officially open. Parents can find all the necessary details at  
olqmca.org/how-to-apply.

FREE Bibles and Missalettes
Xavier Society for the Blind has free materials in large 
print for people living with vision loss from macular 
degeneration, cataracts, glaucoma, diabetes, and other 
conditions. Call 212-473-7800 or toll-free at 800-637-9193, 
or visit xaviersocietyfortheblind.org.

https://olqmca.org/how-to-apply

